This sampler file contains various sample pages from the product.

Sample pages will often include: the title page, an index, and other pages of interest.
This sample is fully searchable (read Search Tips) but is not FASTFIND enabled.

@ GOULD

Genealogy & History
wwwgould com.au

o The widest range of Australian, English,
Irish, Scofttish and European resources

¢ 11000 products to help with your research
o A complete range of Genealogy software
5000 data CDs frorn numerous countries

Subscribe to our weekly email newsletter
FOLLOW US ON TWITTER AND FACEBOOK

l@lfmllﬂ Photo Bookl

www.familyphotobook.com.au

« Free software download fo create
professional looking personal photo books,
calendars and more

click here

UNLOC
THE

www.unlockthepast.com.au

o Promoting History, Genealogy and Heritage
in Australia and New Zealand
A major events resource
e regional and major roadshows,
seminars, conferences, expos
o A major go-to site for resources
o free information and content,
newsletters and blogs, speaker
biographies, topic details
o Includes a team of expert speakers, writers,
organisations and commercial partners

To view more samplers

" |

Auchive Digital Books
AUSTRALASIA

www.archivecdoooks.com.au

o Over 1600 rare Australion and New Zealand
books on fully searchable CD-ROM

» Over 3000 worldwide

e Including: Government and Police
gazettes, Electoral Rolls, Post Office and
Specialist Directories, War records, Regional
histories etc.

WORLDVYITALRECORDS
Australasia
www.worldvitalrecords.com.au
« 50 million Australasian records
¢ 1 billion records world wide

e low subscriptions
o FREE content daily and some permanently


http://www.unlockthepast.com.au/samples
www.archivecdbooks.com.au
www.worldvitalrecords.com.au
www.unlockthepast.com.au
www.gould.com.au
www.familyphotobook.com.au

This sampler file includes the title page
and various sample pages from this volume.
This file is fully searchable (read search tips page) but is not FASTFIND enabled

Journal of an Expedition into the Interior of Tropical Australia
Ref. AUOO37 ISBN: 978 1 921371 16 5

This book was kindly loaned to Archive CD Books Australia by the University of Queensland Library http://www.library.ug.edu.au/

Navigating this CD
S iy To view the contents of this CD use the bookmarks and Adobe Reader’s forward and back buttons to browse
N through the pages. Alternatively use any table of contents or book index to look for specific information and then
TROFTH, SueTRaly; use Adobe Reader’s page navigation controls in the status bar at the bottom of the window to go to the relevant
page.

LY. COL. SIR T. L. MITCHELL, K™ D.C.L.,

Searching this CD

e This CD is searchable using Adobe Acrobat Reader 4 or later. It is also FASTFIND enabled, giving very fast
searches of all files on the CD at once! The FASTFIND search enhancement only works with Adobe
Reader 6 or later. Use the Binoculars/Search icon in Adobe Reader or “Search” under the Edit menu to
initiate all searches.

e For more information on advanced searching and other tips for the best search results click here

e Generally 95% - 99% of the words can be searched. Where the original type was poor the words may not
be recognised for searching.

The technical advancements that allow this searching bring a wonderful finding aid but there is still no substitute for reading the book!
Copyright ©2007 Archive CD Books Australia Pty Ltd. All Rights Reserved

For more books on CD from Archive CD Books Australia, see the web site at www.archivecdbooks.com.au

Archive CD Books Australia exists to make reproductions of old books, documents and maps available on CD, and to co-operate with family and local
history societies, libraries, museums and record offices to digitise their collections in return for other benefits.

71y [
Axchive CD Books

AUSTRALLA
Shta0



http://www.library.uq.edu.au/
http://www.archivecdbooks.com.au/

JOURNAL

OF AN

EXPEDITION INTO THE INTERIOR

TROPICAL AUSTRALIA,

IN SEARCH OF A ROUTE FROM

SYDNEY TO THE GULF OF CARPENTARIA.

BY

LT. COL. SIR T. L. MITCHELL, K* D.C.L.,

SURVEYOR-GENERAL OF NFW SOUTH WALES.

LONDON:
LONGMAN, BROWN, GREEN, AND LONGMANS,

PATERNOSTER-ROW.
1848.



CONTENTS.

CHAPTER L

GENERAL Mar - - - - - Pagel

Objects of the expedition. — Unexpected delay — by reference to
Lord Stanley. — List of the Party. — Departure from Buree.
— Sheep stations. — Scattered population. — Passage through
Hervey’s Range. — Encroachment of sheep on cattle runs, — A
tea-totaller. — Meet an old acquaintance.— Sulphureous springs.
— Currandong. — Necessity for damming up the Bogan. —
Leave Bultje’s country. — Ephemeral existence of Aborigines.
— Line between the squatters and the wild natives. — Velocity
of the Bogan. — Supply of young bullocks. — Richard Cunning-
ham—Young cattle troublesome. — A night without water, —
Distress from heat and thirst. — Excessive heat. — Reunion of
the party. — Melancholy fate of the Bogan tribe. — Interesting
plants discovered. — Encampment at Mudd.— Carry water
forward. — Aurrive at Dardbal. — Nyingan.— Water at Canbe-
légo. — Discovery of a lagoon. — Encamp near Canbelégo. —
Explore the Bogan in search of water. — Long ride. — Quit
the Bogan. — Party attacked with ophthalmia Pages 1—42

CHAP. IL
Mar or THE Rivers Bo@aN AND MACQUARIE - Page 43

Move to the ponds of Cannonbi. — Set up our bivouac. — Hot
wind, — Piper’s intention to quit the party. — Piper sent to
Bathurst. — Change of weather.— A day of rain.— Mr,
Kennedy returns. — Salt made from the salt plant.,— Recon-
noitre Duck Creek. — Ophthalmia still troublesome. ~— Approach
of a flood announced. —It arrives in clear moonlight. — (Frontis-
piece.)— Marshes of the Macquarie. — Difficulty of watering
cattle. — (Plate 2. p. 61.)— A new guide. — Cattle astray. —



CONTENTS.

Yulliyally. — Docility of the Aborigines. — Water insufficient
for cattle. — Want of water, — Small ponds destroyed by cattle.
— At last find abundance. — Aboriginal preferable to modern
names. — Cattle again astray — and delay the journey.—
Junction of the Macquarie and Barwan. — The Darling as at
present, and formerly. — Admirable distribution of water. —
The ford at Wyabry. — The party crosses the Darling

Pages 43—79.

CHAP. 1IL

Mar or THE Rivers Narraw, Cuncoa, aND BALONNE TO ST.

GEORGE’S BRIDGE, — SHOWING ALSO THE ROUTE HOMEWARD,
AS DESCRIBED IN CHAPTER X. - - - Page 81

Plains and low hills, — The Cardwy ponds. — Delayed by weak

cattle, — The Narran. — Arrived at encamp by : — Narran
swamp. — A bridge required. — During the delay of drays—
take a ride forward. — Rich pastures on the Narran. — New
plants. — Arrival of drays. — Bridge laid down for their passage.
— The party fords the Narran. — Advances but slowly. — Low
hills examined. — Good grassy country. — Food of the natives.
— Rising ground west of the river. — Ride up.— Abodes and
food of natives.— Rich grass.— Parley with a native.— Gravelly
ridges. ~— Two natives conduct us to the river. — Approach the
assembled natives. — Interview with the tribes. — Cordial re-
ception. — Cross the Balonne. —Reach the Culgda. — Cross that
river. — Route beyond. — The Upper Balonne. — Explore its
course. — Numerals cut on trees. — A native scamp. — Fine
country. — Splendid reaches of the river.—(Plate 3. page 119.)
— Lagoons near it. — Lake Parachute. — Seek a position — for
a depdt camp. — Ride to the north-west. — Character of the
country. — Search for water. — Uncommon birds. — Return to
the camp. — New Acacia - - - Pages 80132

CHAP. 1V.

Map OF THE ADVANCE TO THE MARANOA, — SHOWING ALSO THE

RouteE BY WHICH THE PARTY RETURNED TO ST. (GEORGE’S
BrIDGE, As DESCRIBED IN CHAPTER VIL - Page 133

Advance with a light party. — Fine river scenery.-— Junction of

rivers. — Trace'one up, then eross to the other. — Mr. Kennedy
instructed to explore it.— Fine country for grazing.—Tura-
nimga lagoon. — Trace up a small tributary — Mountains



CONTENTS. x1

discovered. — Camp visited by three natives. — “ Cogoon” the
name of tributary.— Charms of the Australian climate,— Mount
Minute. — Extreme cold. — Traces of high floods in the Cnogoa.
~— Mount Inviting. — Mount Abundance. — Ascend that moun-
tain. — Fitzroy Downs. — The Bottle Tree, or Delabechea. —
Frosty Creek. — Travel due north over open downs. — Advan-
tages of mountains. — Ascend one. — Mount Bingo. — Thenod
Tagando tribe. — The party advances to the Amby — followed
by the tribe. — How we got rid of them.— Enter the country
through the pass. — Find one pond. — A large river discovered.
— Position taken up on its banks. -— There await Mr. Kennedy’s
arrival. — Explore to the north-west. — Ascend a hill and tree
to take angles from. — Interior country visited. — View of the
western interior. — Its character. — Determine to trace the
river upwards. — Ascend Mount Kennedy. — Extensive pro-
spect. — Native visit during my absence.— Arrival of Mr.
Kennedy’s party. — The Tagando tribe again. — Their visit to
Mr. Kennedy. — Prepare to advance again with a light party.
— Instructions left with Mr. Kennedy - Pages 133—188

CHAP. V.

Mar or THE COUNTRY AND THE ROUTES BETWEEN THE MARANOA
AND MouNT MUDGE, AND THOSE ALONG THE RIVER VICTORIA
A8 DESCRIBED IN CmaprER VII. - - - Page 189

My departure.— A team of bullocks sent back for. — Good grassy
country.—Ride north-west during rain. — Hostile natives menace
our camp. — The party crosses Possession Creck. — A small
river found. -— Another ride to the north-west. — Banks of the
little river. — Mount Owen seen. — Travel towards it. — Flank
movement to the Maranda for water. — None found in its bed.
— View from Mount Owen. — Names of localities on the map.
— Secarcity of water impedes our progress. — Water found in
rocky gullies. — Excursion northward. — Mount Aguarius, —
View from northern summit of Mount Owen. — Progress
through a broken country. — Night without water. — Another
route explored amongst the gullies. — Plants found near Mount

. Owen. — Route for the advance of the carts. — View of moun-
tains —from Mount P. P. King. — View from western extremity
of Table Land of Hope.— Mount Faraday. — Strange Hakea.
~— A running stream discovered. — Return towards the camp.
— The party with the carts advances.— (Pyramids, Plate
IV, page 222.) — Course of the mnew found river. — New
plants. — A large lake receives the river. — (Plate V., Jokn



xil CONTENTS.

Moartin’s Range, page 225.) —The outlet dry. — Enter a scrub.
— Return to the Salvator. — Discovery of the Claude. — Rich
soil on the 'downs. — The party moves to the Claude.—Cross
that river. — Fossil wood. — Again shut up in a rocky country.
— Slow progress in a gully, —Balmy Creek. — New plants. —
Emerge from the ravines.— Tower Almond. — (P 6. page
287.) — View from Mount Kilsyth. — View from Mount Mudge.

—Two natives met. — Remarkable tree - Pages 189—241
CHAP. VL
Mar or tHE RiveEr BELYANDO, - - - Page 243

Head of another river. — Water again scarce. — Abundance
found. — Climate and country — under the Tropic Line. —
Plants. — Peculiar character of the water-course. — One cause of
open spaces in the woods. - New plants. — Causes of the out-
spread of channel. — Plains of wild indigo, — Large river channel
from the south. — Cross. — Novelties beyond. — The river much
increased. — Long journey through serub. — New plants, —
Journey along the river bank. — Charaecter of this river, — Distant
prospect. — No water. — Fatiguing journey through scrubs. —
Reach the river by moonlight. — Large lagoons. — New tributary
—from the S. W.— Excursion to the N. W, — Night without
water. — Interview with natives.— Camp visited by natives
during my absence. — An affair at the camp. — The party crosses
the river. — Conclusions. — The party returns. — Tilled ground
of the natives. — The shepherd astray. — Singular phenomenon.
~— Extraordinary vegetable production — Heavy rain comes on.
— Probability of finding a river.— Singular meteor. — Inter-
tropical temperature, — Effects of the rain. — Recross the Tropie.
—Regain thehigher land. — Remarkable tree, — ( Hakea ?)— Dip
of the strata. — Character of the Belyando. — How to explore a
river in brigalow. — A more direct way homewards. — Successful
passage with carts and drays. — Open dowuns. — Fossil wood. —
Recross the Claude. —Mantuan downs. — Natives of the Salvator.
— Position taken up for a depdt camp. =~ Interesting plants. —
(View on the Salvator, Pl 8.) - - Pages 242—208

CHAP. VIL
(Having reference to Map V., Page 189.)

Preparations and departure. — Mount Pluto. — Route amongst the
three volcanic hills. — Interview with a female native. — Cross
a range beyond. — The Nive and the Nivelle, — Burning of



CONTENTS. xiii

grass by the natives. — Water found, after a night of thirst. —
Pastures green, and quiet waters at sunset. — Morning view from
a rock.— A new river followed down—over extensive open
downs. —Brigalow scrubs away from the river. — River much
increased, — Security from natives.— Thoughts in these solitudes,
— The downs and the river.—— An emu shot there. — A river
joins from the east. — Structure of native’s huts. — Two sepa-
rate channels unite. — The river well filled. — Packhorse un-
serviceable. — Rare pigeon — numerous. — A wild tribe —
surprised at a lagoon. — Recross the river — and return home-
wards, — The savage compared — with the civilized. — Hills in
the S. W.-— Short cut along the left bank of the river, — Name
it the Victoria. — Privations in exploring. — Return to the
Nive and Nivelle.— Gallant charge by a snake. — Sources of
the Salvator. — View from Mount Pluto. — Arrival at the camp
of the pyramids. — Rare and new plants — collected there. —
(View of Lindley’s Range, Pl 9.) - - Pages 299343

CHAP. VIIL
(Having reference to Map V., Page 189., and Map IV., Page 133.)

Fossils and plants. — A new genus. — Linschotenia discolor. ~—
Ascend Mount Faraday. — Valley of the Warregd. — Meet an
old native — Return to the camp over the gullies. — Encamp
by the Maranda. — The river found to be near our former
track — with water in abundance, — Loss of a horse. — Cattle
tracks. — Arrival at the camp of Mr. Kennedy. — Visits of the
natives — during our absence. — (Pl 7. Aboriginal dance, page
358). — Plants gathered at the depdt camp.-— New plants. —
Fossils at Mount Sowerby. — Ascent of Mount Kennedy. — The
party leaves the depdt camp — following the course of the
Maranda. — Discovery of a fine open country. — Numbered trees
at camps. — The country on the Maranda. — Singular habits of
a fish. —Name of river obtained from good authority. — (#% 10,
View on the Maranda, page 372). — The Acacia varians. —
Water scarce again. — Some at length discovered by a dog. —
Country between the two routes.-— Plants. — Arrive at the
Balonne. —Return to St. George’s Bridge - Pages 344--381

CHAP. 1IX,

(Having reference to Map IIL, Page 81.)

(View of St. George’s Bridge, Pl 11.) — Despatches sent forward.
—Acquisitions dmnm the delay. — Mr. Kennedys return and



Xiv CONTENTS.

report, — The party crosses the Balonne. — Arrives at the
Mooni. — A white woman. — Cattle stations. — Heavy rain. —
The country impassable. — Camp removed to a hill. — Dam
thrown up.— The waters subside.— The party proceeds.—
Arrival at the Barwan. — A flood. — (Pl 12. Last use of the
boats, page 395). — Cross the Maal, also in boats. — Country
between the rivers. — Mount Riddell recognised. — The Gwydir
crossed. — Termination of the journey. — A stockman. — Night
on the open plain, — The Nammoy. — First news

Pages 382—404.

CHAP. X.

Instructions to Mr. Kennedy for the survey of the river Victoria.
— Of the Aborigines. — Simple conditions of human existence.
— Grass, fire, kangaroos, and men.— Case of the aboriginal
natives, — My native guides. — Experiment worth trying. — Of
the Convicts, — Character of the men of the party. — Of con-
victs generally. — Of the Colony of New South Wales, — capa-
bilities of soil and climate. — Progress of colonization, — Division
and appropriation of the territory. — Capricornia and Austral-

india - - - - - Pages 405—430
Mapr oF EASTERN AUSTRALIA - - - Page 430
APPENDIX.

The Colonial Secretary to the Surveyor General of New South
Wales. — Letter, dated 28th October, 1830 - Page 431

Systematical List of Plants - - - 432



ILLUSTRATIONS.

Flood coming down the Macquarie (pl. I. p. 58) Frontispiece.
Map I. The Indian A1ch1pelago - - - -p. 1

Portrait of Bultje - - - - R
Remnant of the Bogan trlbe - - - -
Map II. The Rivers Bogan and Macquarie - -
First use of the boats (pl. 2) - - - -
Map I1I. The Rivers Narran, Culgoa, and Balonne to St.

George’s Bridge, shewing also the route thence homeward

to Snodgrass Lagoon - - - - -
Separation of the Balonne into the Culgoa, Narran, &e. -
The River Balonne, 7th April (pl. 3) - - -
Map IV. Advance tq the Maranba, and route returning to

St. George’s Bridge - - - - -
The Bottle tree, Delabechea - - n -
The black awaiting the white - - - -

Map V. The country and the routes between the Maranda

and Mount Mudge, and those along the River Victoria -
Tree without branches - - - - -
The Pyramids (pl. 4) - - - - -
Martin’s Range (pl. 5) - - - - -
Tower Almond (pl. 6) - - - - -
Map VI. The River Belyando - - - -
Missile club of natives of Central Australia - - -
Remarkable tree (Hakea ?) - . - -
The River Salvator, 5th Sept. (pl 8) - - -
Lindley’s Range (pl. 9) - - - -
Old native female - - - - - -
Aboriginal dance (pl. 7) - - - - -
View on the River Maranda (pl 10) - - -
Acacia varians - - - -
St. George’s Bridge (pl. 11) - - - -
Last use of the boats (pl. 12) - - - -

Map VII. Eastern Australia, with recent discoveries -

17
30
43
61

81
115
119

183
154
166

189
219
222
225
237
243
269
285
298
343
357
358
372
873
382
395
430



18 EPIIEMERAL EXISTENCE

rally regard those who are half civilised, in the same
light as we should look on deserters to the enemy, and
are extremely hostile to them, while perhaps even his
very usefulness to our party had most unjustly con-
nected this native’s name with the murder of one of
our number. His laconic manner and want of language
would not admit of any clear explanation of how much
he had done to serve our race —and the difficulties
he had to encounter with his own ; while the circum-
stance of his having been met with at an interval of ten
years in the same valley in a domesticated state, if it
did not establish any claim to the soil, at least proved
his strong attachment to it, and a settled disposition.
Much tact must be necessary on his part to avoid
those savages coming by stealth to carry off his gins;
and to escape the wrath of white men, when aroused
by the aggressions of wild tribes to get up a sort of
foray to save or recover their own. How Bultje has
survived through all this, without having nine lives
like a cat, still to gather honey in his own valley,
“ surpasseth me to know.”

We encamped at two large water-holes of the
Bogan near Mr. Gilmore’s station, and the overseer
sent to the men two buckets of milk. At the station
a well had been made to the depth of eighty feet,
but a flood had come, and risen so high as to wash
in the sides and so fill up the well. The workmen
had passed through yellow clay chiefly, and the clay
was wet and soft when the further sinking was
interrupted. Thermometer in my tent 109°, wind
W.N.W.

24th December. A lurid haze hung among the
trees as the earliest sunbeams shot down amongst
them. The party were ready to move off early. but
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eastward) at Mr. Templar's station at Gananaguy,
and the overseer most hospitably stood by the party
as it passed with a bucket of milk, of which he gave
a drink to each of the men. Bultje put us on the
right road to the next nearest water-holes (Mr.
Gilmore’s station), and having rendered me the ser-
vice he promised, I gave him the tomahawk, pipe,
and two figs of tobacco promised him, and also took
a sketch of his singularly Socratic face. This native

BULTJE.

got a bad name from various stockmen, as having
been implicated in the murder of Mr. Cunningham.
Nothing could be more unfounded ; and it must indeed
require in a man so situated the wisdom of a Socrates
to maintain his footing, or indeed his life, between the
ignorant stockmen or shepherds on one hand, and the
savage tribes on the other. These latter savages natu-
c
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